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In 1950,after the Nationalist regime of Chiang Kai-Shek retreated to Taiwan, it 
had to open the local autonomy that allowed the grassroots direct elections under 
internal and external pressure.Although at the beginning its form meaning is more 
important than practical meaning, it opened a breach of totalitarian rule. With the 
social and economic development as well as the expansion of local autonomy, the 
change of Taiwanese social structures accelerated.Until the late of 1980s, the 
Kuomintang authoritarian rule system began to collapse in large scale within almost 3 
decades time.Obviously, that was not the original intention of the authoritarian regime 
of “one-party ” dominance when it opened the local autonomy and elections.From the 
opening of local autonomy to the building-up of non-party forces, how Taiwanese 
society experienced the road of no return, is an important issue to study the post-war 
political transition of Taiwan. 
Combining historical data and theory, this dissertation focuses on the relationship 
between the formation of Taiwanese local autonomy, its development process and the 
social transition under the authoritarian system.Based on revealing the basic 
characteristics of the study subjects,the paper seeks to answer the following 
questions:1.Why the KMT established the local autonomy characterized by direct 
elections of citizens when the KMT set up authoritarian rule in Taiwan? 2.What are 
the main characteristics of the local autonomy under the authoritarian rule?3.Is it 
possible that the local autonomy system can be inherently adjusted under authoritarian 
rule?4.When Taiwanese local autonomy evolved itself under the authoritarian regime, 
did it also at the same time promote comprehensive and profound changes in Taiwan’s 
society in terms of economic , class structure and power structure as well as cultural 
value system?5.Did the local autonomy under the authoritarian supervision lay the 
social foundation for the advent of political and democratic movement climax? 















tradition. But the eastern society and the western society have different understanding 
about it.The regional autonomy as an important form of democratic rights was 
repeatedly advocated in modern times. It became the important sign and symbol of 
nationalism and democratism. After the Northern Expedition, the KMT formally 
completed the unification of China. Under the slogan of “Power to the People”, the 
KMT engaged in some autonomous movements.  After the adoption of the 1946 
Constitution of the Republic of China and preparing to implement it, the disorder 
ruling and worsening situations led the KMT to neglect it. In order to achieve a strong 
military and political mobilization , the KMT not only suspended the implementation 
of the civil rights, but also established a more strict authoritarian system.Before 
Chiang Kai-shek fled to Taiwan, he already had the plan that set Taiwan as an 
anti-communist and restoration base. In order to prolong the survival , the KMT had 
to seek a wide range of social support as the most important strategic choice and made 
some concessions for people’s strong demand for democracy.   
The introduction section of this dissertation clarifies the related concepts, 
research ideas, innovation and shortcomings.The second chapter introduces the trend 
of democracy and local autonomy in modern times and the historical background of 
Taiwanese local autonomy.The third chapter discusses the objective and subjective 
reasons that the KMT was forced to carry out local autonomy under the circumstances 
after the Retrocession.The fourth chapter discusses the concepts of local autonomy 
policies, release process and the policy evolution process.And it summarizes and 
analyzes the characteristics of Taiwanese local autonomy and main problems, and it 
also clarifies the change process of the policy.From economic level , cultural value 
level and political power level , the fifth chapter explains the relationship between the 
local autonomy and the changes of Taiwanese social structure, reveals the role and 
significance of local autonomy in Taiwan’s society transition.The sixth chapter 
concludes the paper. 
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